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FOREWORD

The object of this little brochure is to preserve

and pass on to our relatives and intimate friends

the very beautiful example of Christian Fellow-

ship shown in the rich expressions of loving

sympathy that came to me during the last illness

and after the home-going of my dear wife.

Beatrice and I were married on May 25th, 1901.

In 1906 we decided to give our lives in active

service for the Master and entered the Salvation

Army Training College, London. After a year’s

training we had appointments at Maidenhead
(Berkshire) ,Bexley Heath (Kent) ,Redhill(Surrey)

,

and Gravesend (Kent), in England.

At Bexley Heath, in 1908 Beatrice had a

serious illness and was taken to St. Thomas’
Hospital, Westminster, where Dr. Lawson Tait

performed three operations; one in the spring,

after which she came out to recuperate, and two

in the autumn. After the first operation in the

autumn her life was despaired of and, after two
weeks of intense suffering, Dr. Tait, at the urgent

request of Sister Adelaide, the nurse in charge

of the ward, decided to operate again, but before

doing so informed me that he could give little

hope of her recovery but might be able to relieve

the intense pain. The operation was successful,

and after another eleven weeks—thirteen weeks
in all—she was able to leave the hospital. St.

Thomas’ Hospital has had a warm place in our

hearts ever since because of the kindness and

care of the doctors and nurses.
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FOREWORD

But Beatrice was a wonderful patient; the

nurses at St. Thomas’ Hospital said she was
the best patient they had ever had.

She bore suffering with a wonderful courage

and fortitude, at all times showing the greatest

concern for those who attended her.

One day, when she was on the way to recovery.

Dr. Tait said to her “Mrs. Hobbs, I don’t know
why you are here, you ought to be dead.” To
which Beatrice replied, “I do. Dr. Tait, it is in

answer to prayer.” “Do you really believe that?”

asked Dr. Tait. “Yes” said Beatrice “I do.”

“Well, may be you are right,” he replied. Dr.

Tait knew that she did not under-estimate what
he had done. But Beatrice knew of the many
prayers offered on her behalf. Quite a number
of Headquarters officers and employees resided

at Bexley Heath and, during the critical period,

they with others, met for special prayer, and in

all the churches in the district, both Church of

England and Nonconformist, prayer was offered

for her recovery.

From a little girl Beatrice had wanted to be-

come a missionary, but I had no desire to leave

England with any idea of residence abroad.
After entering the Salvation Army as officers,

she often suggested to me the idea of offering

for foreign service, but I never felt led to do so.

One evening at Gravesend the old topic came up
again and Beatrice asked me what I would do if

definitely requested to go on foreign service, to

which I replied that I would then have to give
it careful consideration as it might be the will

of God. “If you should go abroad where would
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FOREWORD

you prefer to go?” she asked. “To Korea,” I re-

plied. The mail next morning brought a letter

from Headquarters saying that they were making
up a party for Korea and would like to include

us in it. Later in the day I telephoned to ’the

Foreign Office and asked whether they knew that

Mrs. Hobbs had had a serious illness. “Yes,”

they replied, “we know all about it; that is a

matter for the Medical Officers to decide. What
we want to know is whether you are willing to

go.” “Yes,” I said, “we are willing.”

We arrived in Korea Sept. 16, 1910, and at once

fell in love with the country and her people. But
life for us did not move very smoothly or satis-

factorily, for we found ourselves to be too often

in disagreement with the Territorial Commander,
whose spirit seemed to us to be out of harmony
with the spirit of the organisation as we had
known it. The disagreement became so acute

that one of two courses had to be decided on;

either leave Korea or resign from the Salvation

Army. There was no doubt about God having
led us to Korea, and this faith was our support

through the twenty-eight months of service in

the Salvation Army in Korea, and it gave us

courage to hold on.

In January, 1913, we resigned from the Salva-

tion Army and I accepted the position of Sub-
Agent in the Korea Agency of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, a position that has given
me a wonderful opportunity for service, and in

which I have had pleasure and satisfaction. My
work, especially in the first years, necessitated
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FOREWORD

long absences from home, which were harder on
Beatrice than on me; but she bore her part cou-

rageously and without complaining, finding relief

from loneliness in service. She had a great love

for the Korean girls to whom she taught English

in the Government High School and Lady Om’s
school, and there were unmistakiable evidences

that the girls loved her, too. But her main in-

terest was the Society for the Prevention of

Cruelty to Animals, a Society that she was large-

ly instrumental in establishing. At first it look-

ed like a hopeless task, but when once it was
seriously tackled it was encouraging to find so

many people really interested in seeing that very

necessary work done. Japanese Government
officials have been very helpful. Her last effort,

made only a few hours before she passed on,

was on behalf of that Society. For a long time
she had been trying to secure a house for the

S. P. C. A. inspector to live in, with quarters

nearby where sick animals could be treated. She*

had already secured $100, which realized ¥333
toward that object. This seemed to be on her
mind as the most important unfinished task, and
she requested that friends, instead of sending

flowers for her funeral which she would be

unable to see, would send their contributions to-

wards that object. The response has been very

gratifying. At the time of wTiting this Fore-

word—Sept. 1934—five months after her home
going, the fund has grown to ¥1,700.00. A suit-

able site will have to be purchased, and suitable

buildings to commence with will cost at least
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FOREWORD

¥1,000.00, and a larger sum could profitably be

expended. I earnestly hope that it will prove to

be the beginning of an Animal Hospital, an in-

stitution that is much needed.

When Beatrice entered the Severance Hospital

neither of us thought that the operation would

be particularly serious. For years she had been

in discomfort, and when we were in England in

1932 the Bible Society’s doctor advised an opera-

tion. But she resolutely set her face against it.

The need for an operation was becoming increas-

ingly apparent and after much thought and
prayer we decided to consult Dr. J. W. Hirst and
abide by his decision. He advised an operation.

On March 14th she entered the Severance Hospi-

tal and the following day underwent an operation

which took 3 hours and 20 minutes to perform.

An abdominal obstruction followed which a sub-

sequent operation, performed on March 19th,

failed to clear up. From the first there was
little hope of her recovery, and in spite of a
very courageous effort on her part, and every-

thing possible being done for her, on Sunday,
April 8th at 1 :40 p. m., after 24 days of great
suffering, she entered into rest.

The funeral service was held in the English
Church Cathedral, conducted by the Rt. Rev.
Bishop Cooper, and her remains were interred in

the Foreign Cemetery at Yang Wha Jin on April

10th. In spite of a heavy downpour of rain, the
Cathedral was filled with friends and sympath-
isers of many nationalities who faced the incle-

ment weather to pay their last respects to one
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FOREWORD

who had to the best of her ability served the

community.
During her illness the loving care of doctors

and nurses, the affectionate enquiries and earnest

prayers of Korean, Japanese and foreign friends,

and after her home-going, the rich expressions

of love and sympathy received by telegram and
letter constitute such a beautiful example of

Christian Fellowship that I am constrained to

put it on record. The tributes paid to her in the

excerpts from letters printed in the following

pages have been, and are, a great comfort to me
in an overwhelming sorrow and I appreciate

them more than I can say. Beautiful as the
tributes are, she was worthy of them all.

VI
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FELLOWSHIP
Excerpts from Letters

“I am writing you a little note to say my
thoughts have been with you all the time, will

be especially this afternoon and we will lift our

hearts to Him in whose hands are our lives. It

is an ordeal of the hardest, but I am sure you
will, and are going into it bravely and that all will

be well. I am sure your heart is at peace this

moment and your hand you will feel is being

held by One who is going with you. I will see

you as soon as I can but those who can help you
must be near.” _

“I want you to know that we’ll be thinking of

you and keeping you company in our thoughts,

if not in person. I hope everything will be much
simpler and far less serious than you anticipate

and that you’ll make a splendid recovery and be
.

‘a new woman’. Heaps of love to you and every

good wish from us all.”

“Mrs. G— will give you some white iris. You
could tell Mr. Hobbs where to plant it so that it

would get a good start by the time you return

to your own dear home. Yesterday I saw
She does love you a lot. So do I.”

‘^Loving Easter Greetings. May the Resur-
rection power bring back to health and strength
the body of our dear sister and friend.”
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OUR FRIEND . ... IS FALLEN ASLEEP
John 11:11

‘"We suffer and sympathise with you as the

hours go by and as you watch beside your be-

loved, who is also our precious friend. We are

praying that her life be spared, and we believe

that God’s hand is not shortened that He cannot

restore our beautiful one to health.”

“Mrs. Hobbs was so good to me when I was in

Severance Hospital two years ago. I wish I

could do something for her. She may be too ill

to even want to know she has received a letter,

so I am sending it to you.”

“We are continually praying for your recovery

and we hope it will be soon. We miss you so

much. The ‘Union’ isn’t the same without you.”

“Mrs. and I are so sorry to hear that

you have been in hospital. We hope you are out

by this time, but we just want to send our love

and sympathy. With warm regards to your

good husband.”

“I started out to go to the hospital but had
to return back because of the cold wind. I’m

sending a little home-made beef-tea. I think of

you all the time with love and sympathy.”

2



I GIVE UNTO THEM ETERNAL LIFE
John 10:26

“IWe were greatly distressed to hear of the

serious illness of Mrs. Hobbs. We feel much
concerned and will remember you continually in

our prayers. We think of you both not only

as special friends in Seoul but almost as members
of our own Mission, and certainly your home has
always been a rendezvous for the members of

the Canadian Mission. Mrs. Hobbs has had more
than her share of suffering.”

“Will you please rest assured that the Cana-
dian Mission as a whole is very anxious and
desirous of giving any help that it is possible to

give.”

“Be very sure that you both are constantly in

out hearts and prayers during these days How
I wish I might be near enough to do something
else as well as pray for you. This afternoon at

our Station Meeting Dr told of your note

and all the station members joined in prayer for

you both. As I came home after the little

service I walked around the garden a little and
I did wish that I might hand you some violets.

They are beginning to come out now and they
are so sweet. When you are able to be about
again I wish Mr. Hobbs would bring you down
and leave you with us for a while. I would love

to have you, and it would be warmer here, and
I would take the best care of you that I know
how.”
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BECAUSE MAN GOETH TO HIS LONG HOME
Ecclesiastes 12:5

“I was in Seoul recently and tried twice to

see you at the hospital but you were out both
times. I was glad to learn that Mrs. Hobbs was
a little better and that they were more optimistic

concerning her. I do hope the improvement has

continued and that she will get well and be free

from suffering. I will appreciate it if, when you
have time, you will let us hear from you direct

as to how she is. We remember you always

with pleasure.”

“I want you to know that we are always think-

ing of Mrs. Hobbs and make daily enquiries at

Severance, feeling very deeply for her pain and
your dreadful anxiety. But I have refrained

from writing to you direct as I know you are

too troubled to write these days and it is irksome

to repeat while she is so ill that she is suffering.

Yesterday we were greatly relieved to hear that

she was better. Please give her an affectionate

greeting from us.”

“I can only pray that God, in His merciful

providence, may spare her life to you and to the

many lines of service to which she has so de-

votedly been giving herself. We shall remember
you both in prayer.”

“With best wishes for a speedy recovery

from Lodge Hanyang, Seoul.”
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DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY
1 Corinthians 15:54

“When Mrs. and I returned to the city

after a short trip north we learned of the very

serious illness of Mrs. Hobbs and the time of

anxiety that you are passing through on her be-

half. I would like to assure you of our very deep

sympathy for you both at this time. We know
something of the strain of these hours of watch-

ing and we have prayed and will continue to

pray that dear Mrs. Hobbs may be very con-

scious of the sustaining Arms of God, and that

day by day new strength may be given her. In

these prayers Mrs. and every member of

the Staff join me.

“I returned to Seoul today from the country
to hear that Mrs. Hobbs is seriously ill. This is

just to say that you are both constantly in one’s

mind and prayers at this time, and you know
how we are hoping for the best, and if possible

a speedy recovery.”

“Couldn’t you come up for supper this even-

ing? We’ll be so happy to have you, and you
can come any time you wish, and run away as
soon as you like. Give our love to dear Mrs.
Hobbs and tell her that our girlies pray for her
every day.”

>h

“Dear Auntie Hobbs:—I hope you will be feel-

ing better. I ask God every night to help you.
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THE SPIRIT RETURNETH UNTO GOD WHO GAVE IT

Ecclesiastes 12:7

I am looking forward to when you will be well.”

“Dear Auntie Hobbs: I hope you are getting

better. Please get well soon. I want to see you
badly. Love. Kisses. Hugs.”

“I wish I were a nurse so that I could go to

you and help out. Is there anything I could do?

Please let me know. Give my love to Beatrice

and tell her we are thinking much of her.”

“Our love and our prayers are with and for

you. Thank you both for all—and the very much
your friendship has meant all these years. I

thank God for it.”

“We have been thinking of you every day and
every hour since Mrs. Hobbs’ operation. I

haven’t written often because I knew you would

be overwhelmed with letters and enquiries. We
were so happy to receive the news that the first

operation was successful, and it was a great

shock to learn the other day that another opera-

tion had been necessary and that Mrs. Hobbs
has had so much suffering, and is still suffering

so much. We are all praying that God will

restore her to health, and we know that He does

hear and answer prayer. Our Mission is meeting
here now and every heart is burdened with
prayer for the one who is so dear to so many
of our hearts. As we came through S the

6



AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD
1 Thessalonians 4:17

other day the two families who are still there

were remembering you at every time of prayer.

And the children ask us very often if we know
how ‘Auntie’ is. Every one too who ever knew
Mrs. Hobbs loved her, and her kindness to all

of us is not forgotten. At this time thousands

of praying hearts are looking to God and trust-

ing that He will restore her to you and to us all.

If there was anything I could do to help I would
gladly go but I know you have experienced nurses

who are doing all in their power to make her

comfortable. We send you both our love.”

“Kang Soonie came to say goodbye before go-

ing to her new work. She wept when I told her

you were not having visitors for she wished to

bid you farewell too. We knelt and had special

prayer for you and she left somewhat comforted.

She said that you were the first to interest her

in Christianity and it has meant so much to

her.”

“You have been very close to our hearts and
constantly in mind and we have been remember-
ing you always with much hope and lots of love.

Please tell Mrs. Hobbs so—she is so dear to us

all, and we are wishing the very best for her.”

“I can never forget how kind Mrs. Hobbs was
to us in our first year in Seoul. Believe us, you

7



0 DEATH, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?
1 Corinthians 15:55

are not for one moment out of our thoughts and
at all times we are praying that Mrs. Hobbs may
be spared for many more years to be the joy

she has always been.”

“How I wish there was something more I

could do for you. At any rate you know that

I love you both very much and shall be longing

for news. With many prayers for her recovery

from all of us here. The whole Mission is most
anxious about her.”

“We are joining the large circle of friends in

prayer in your behalf, and we are not forgetting

Mr. Hobbs.”

“I’d write more but I do not know what to

say, except that you both are in my thoughts

most of the time; and I wish I were a nurse.”

“Sorry not to find you, but please know we
are hoping with you and praying.”

“We are praising God over the good news we
have just heard about your dear wife. We have

been praying many times every day, and in the

night when we awoke that God would spare her

life. We so earnestly long for Him to grant her

8



BLESSED BE GOD THE FATHER OF MERCIES
2 Corinthians 1:3

health again. It has always been a pleasure for

me to see you two together—you are so happy
and devoted and congenial. God grant that you
may have many more years together of joy and
usefulness. Give her my love when she is well

enough to be talked to. We shall continue to

pray very earnestly for her and for you.”

“Some one will have told you of the season of

prayer we had for Beatrice, and of how she is

being remembered,—how you both are being

remembered.”

“Daily and hourly we think of our dear Mrs.
Hobbs with love. We pray often for her restora-

tion, if it is the will of our Heavenly Father. We
pray also that you may be sustained through
these anxious days.”

“To Trixie dear with heaps of love and hope-
ful wishes and the trustful prayers of ”

“I havn’t bothered you with notes or calls at
the hospital, for I felt my doing so might be a
hindrance rather than a help, but I just want
you to know that Beatrice and you are in my
thoughts from morning till night, and that

there is a constant prayer either on my lips or

9



THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT
2 Corinthians 1:3

in my heart. I find it difficult to do my work,

but I want you to know that I have perfect faith

that our prayers are going to be answered, and
Beatrice is going to get well. Please tell dear

Beatrice if there is a chance sometime that we
are all pulling for her. The kiddies and I send

our love, sympathy, and prayers. Please let me
know if there is anything under the sun that I

can do for you or Beatrice.”

“We are not going to ask to see you but just

want you to know that our love is going out to

you, and all the strength of our faith in prayer

is behind you. Courage be yours from above,

whatever happens.”

10
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TELEGRAMS
Note. About seventy telegrams were received from

Japanese, Korean and Foreign Friends.

Tokyo

Deepest sympathy for your bereavement.

Viscount and Viscountess Saito

London

Have today heard of your sorrow. Heartfelt

sympathy from Committee and staff. Temple

(The Bible House, London.)

Wolverhampton, England

With you in sorrow. Continue bravely. Clara

(Mrs. Hobbs’ sister)

11



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS

(After home-going)

“'We both had a very real affection for Mrs.

Hobbs, especially in my case, from childhood;

and feel that we have lost a very true friend.”

“Her passing must have been a radiant, joyous

one, for she always lived so near the Master, and
she was always such a happy soul. In my
memories of her, she was almost always laugh-

ing, just bubbling over with joy and good will. I

can never forget that she was the one who
arranged the special meetings for the older Sun-

day School children in your home, when my
children all faced their life decisions. It was a

sacred joy to help them experience the New Birth

by making a full surrender of their lives. Mrs.
Hobbs was always very dear to them on that

account, and they will be deeply grieved not to

be able to meet her again down here.”

“We ourselves feel the loss in the going of

such a friendly and gracious personality as Mrs.

Hobbs.”

“I had heard that Mrs. Hobbs was very ill,

but since no further word had come we hoped

she was gaining, and were shocked to see the

notice in the ‘Seoul Press’ on Tuesday night.

12



THE UPRIGHT SHALL DWELL IN THY PRESENCE
Psalms 140:13

when it reached us. I came to Seoul on Wednes-
day and the atmosphere of sadness, and deep

sympathy for you, that I feel everywhere speaks

strongly of what we already know,—that is, the

very deep love and respect that every one has

for your dear wife. She was such a sweet and

helpful friend to every one.”

“We all thank God for the life and character

and witness of Mrs. Hobbs. Even our little

children were greatly impressed with her as we
recall with so much pleasure your little visit with

us so recently. Personally, I recall also with so

much pleasure the fine hospitality I enjoyed in

your home during the meeting of Federal Coun-
cil two or three years ago, at which time I had
the opportunity of knowing Mrs. Hobbs better,

and of seeing some of her many wonderful
qualities. In so very many phases of our life

and activity in Korea she will be missed. It is

wonderful that ‘we sorrow not as those who
have no hope’ but are sure of meeting again in

the glory of an un-ending eternity with Him.”

“It is almost impertinent of anyone to recall

to you, even in the vaguest terms, what your
dear wife meant to so many people, for you
yourself know so well and so intimately. She
was always so generously cheerful with all, that
it was a pleasure to meet her at any time. When

13



GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH
Psalms 46:1

I got home last year my wife was still talking

about the pleasure of your visit. Your wife has

been so long, so true a servant of our Lord, that

when she took that little step forward through

the veil, she must have seen Him with such

joy that even you could hardly long for her to be

back again. You remember that Word, “Thou
hast made him more blessed forever, Thou hast

made him exceeding glad with Thy countenance.”

The Lord who has done this gracious thing for

your wife, has not left off His kindness to you
who are left. He is able and willing to satisfy

the ache in your heart. May you be kept through
the years in peace, and in remembrance of this

Easter-tide.”

“Mrs. Hobbs was a very gracious and charm-
ing lady. I can imagine her, equally at home
in castle or cottage, wherever she might be giving

warm-hearted interest and friendship to every-

one. To have chosen, as she did, the hard lot

of a Salvation Army worker, and to have follow-

ed that up, by giving her whole life to be lived

away from all her home-folks, save one, shows,
in a lady of her gentleness a strength of de-

votion for which we must thank God alone.

I shall always have very happy memories of

the few days I spent with you at Federal Council.

Your home life was an example and an encour-

agement to me, and I was very happy there. I

hope you will receive boundless comfort and

grace in your tribulation. You will certainly

14



THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH
John 10:28

find out—perhaps it will surprise you—what a

veritable host of friends you have both made in

this land. You are to many of us a very notable

representative of our nation and our culture in

an important centre; but you are a great deal

more than that, and Mrs. Hobbs shared fully

your place in all our affections.”

“My duties do not often take me to Seoul, so

I did not know Mrs. Hobbs as intimately as

some members of our Mission. Nevertheless I

counted her a friend, and have some idea of

what a blank her loss will leave in the communi-
ty. We all deeply appreciated what she did for

our Mission in buying goods for the Industrial

Depot, as well as in many other ways, and I hate
to think of Seoul without her.”

“No words can express the sorrow with which
we grieve with you in this loss. We were hoping
against hope that Trixie would be spared to you
and to us who have shared for years in her
cheeriness and kindliness. Just a few days be-

fore we left Seoul, my little daughter saw a

carter ill-treating his horse. She referred to

the incident in these words; Tt is time Mrs.

Hobbs came out of the hospital to talk to some
man I saw beating his poor horse.’

And she was full of the jolly time they had

had on Patsie Gorman’s birthday. “She’s in-

vited the whole class you must know, mother!”

15



TO BE WITH CHRIST, WHICH IS FAR BETTER
Philippians 1 :23

What a joy she will find in sharing in the Home
the great Heart of God has prepared! So much
of her time here on earth was spent in giving

others a good time that one feels she will appre-

ciate the generous preparations of the Almighty.

In my last conversation with her she said,

“Oh, I don’t want to go and leave Tom, he’ll

miss me so !” In a recent book of poems I found

this :

—

"With what strange unexpectedness shall we

Round some curve in life’s familiar places.

Confront the portals of Eternity

And the two angels with impassive faces

!

And one will say, "Turn not, O Soul, to gaze

Back through the twisted years that you have trod I

Here endeth time. Here is the end of day.

And there is naught beyond but only God.”

Then shall the sweetness of the world grow dim

As fading music on a summer’s night.

And the great door shall open in to Him
As a rose opens, softly, into light.

We shall go on through a bright rush of wings

And voices chanting sudden starry things.”

MARY DIXON THAYER

I know you will rejoice for Trixie that the

long discomfort and the recent pain are over.

But my heart aches for you as you return to your

empty home. In my dreams last night I met
you and you told me a story about your dog.

You said, “He just seemed to realize something

16



THOU SHALT AFTERWARD RECEIVE ME TO GLORY
Psalms 73:24

had gone wrong and somehow he found his way
out to the Cemetery and was lying across

Trixie’s grave.” May the dumb comfort of the

creature for which you have both made such a

happy home be a solace to you, when human
words fail.

My husband and I have often remarked on the

unique place you and Trixie held in our Seoul

community: friends of all, helpful to all. May
this sorrow enlarge still further and deeper that

influence bringing you into closer touch with

many lives.”

“Uncle Tom, I am so glad you brought Auntie

B. to see us this winter, because now I will never

forget how sweet she is. I hope I will grow up

to be as sweet and good as she is.”

“We have learned with great sorrow of the

going of your lovely wife. Some weeks ago a

visitor in our home from Seoul was speaking of

Mrs. Hobbs’ disposition and said, “She is the

most loved woman in Seoul.” Such a life you
are contributing to God’s heavenly host and we
pray that the Holy Spirit will comfort you in

her absence, knowing that soon the reunion will

come in Heaven above where all God’s saints will

unite to sing His praises.”

“We remember with much pleasure the day
you two spent with us a short while ago.”
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BUT WE ARE ALL CHANGED FROM GLORY TO GLORY
2 Corinthians 3:18

“It will be a comfort for you to remember that

Mrs. Hobbs was and is so highly respected by
such a wide circle of friends. None who knew
her cheery, helpful hospitality can ever forget her.

Her memory is dear to all who knew her.”

“How glad I am for the visit we all had to-

gether in January, and how glad I am for the

years of friendship and the touch of her life on

mine and on my little daughter’s! Margaret has
been so grieved for you and has prayed for you
so earnestly. I believe she wrote you this morn-
ing. Mrs. Hobbs was so sweet and thoughtful

of me when our baby went Home. I can never
forget it. I know there are so many whose lives

• she blessed.

‘How many a poor one’s blessing went

With her below the low green tent

Whose curtain never outward swings.*
”

“I have come to convey the sympathy of our
Station and my own, our hearts and our prayers

go out to Him who alone can meet your needs

in this great crisis.”

“I received your letter of May 11th with the

enclosed draft. While thanking you I must say

again what a privilege it was to do even a little

for Mrs. Hobbs.”
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THEN SHALL YE APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY
Colossians 3:4

“Mrs. Hobbs was my dear good friend and how
I shall miss her!”

“You may be quite sure that there will be

many who will mourn the loss of Mrs. Hobbs,

she will be long remembered for her kindness of

heart and truly Christian S3nnpathy not only

to her fellow-beings, but to dumb creatures also.”

“What a wonderful, wonderful woman she was,

with her wide variety of interests, and friends

among all sorts of people. God must have some
need for such a one as she right now, over on
the other shore. Yours in gladness for her and
thankfulness for the life she lived here.”

“Mrs. Hobbs lived a beautiful, helpful life

among us all and long will she be remembered
for her kind deeds, her bright sunny smile, and
her acts of mercy.”

“No other person could be more missed by
our community, foreign, Korean and Japanese
than your dear wife.”

“Everyone loved her. She was so sweet to us.

Her loss to this community I know will be a

heavy one.”

19



AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD
1 Tkessalonians 4:17

*‘I am sorry I did not see her but I like to

think of her in that fullness of life and richness

of spirit that was hers, and that she gave of so

abundantly to others.”

“Mrs. Hobbs was certainly beloved by all

—

such a wonderful memory to leave behind.”,

“We shall always remember Mrs. Hobbs with

thanksgiving—always so cordial and friendly,

and interested in every good work. Although
not closely associated with Mrs. Hobbs, yet from
all that we have seen and heard during these

many "years, we realize that the Lord has now
taken to Himself one of His true saints and
servants.”

“Mrs. Hobbs was so much everybody’s friend

and everyone who knew her will miss her.”

“We always think of your wife as one always

ready to help anyone in need and with a large

loving heart, much beloved. She will be missed

by a great number of friends in this land where
she has lived and worked so devotedly.”

“Your wife’s noble spirit and her splendid

record are a great example and impetus to many
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HE ONLY IS MY ROCK AND MY SALVATION
Psalms 62:2

I am sure. The community in the city and
further afield will miss her inspiration and
labours.”

“What can I say about these things personal-

ly? I who have received so many kindnesses at

her hands, who have been a personal friend and
guest in your home for so many years? I can

only say I feel her loss keenly and can, there-

fore, feel keenly with you.”

“How bravely she lived, ever following the

highest, the kindliest, the holiest. For sheer

courage and idealism hers was such a spirit as

one rarely meets. And how rich we have been,

who have been privileged to know her. What
a place of genial hospitality her home always
was, and what beautiful comrades and lovers you
two have been.”

“No one could have been taken from this com-
munity who would be missed so much as our
dear Mrs. Hobbs will be missed. Ours is a great
loss but none of us are selfish enough to wish
her back to suffer as she did.”

“How we shall miss dear Trixie at every com-
munity gathering, at every place where there is

an effort to help some good work, at every
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I WILL ABIDE IN THY TABERNACLE FOREVER
Psalms 61:4

friendly party. She was a true Lady Bountiful,

one who gave and shared and loved and helped.

Her life is a benediction and her influence will

go on through all time. The community can

never be the same again but we do not feel that

she is gone.”

‘’The members of this Station were all deeply

moved by the sense of loss, on the arriving of

the news of the passing of Mrs. Hobbs, a friend

beloved of all who knew her. I cannot but recall

the happy times I have had with you and Mrs.

Hobbs, and I know that Nellie will be very much
saddened, when she hears of it. We always
thought of your home life as being about as

ideal as one could hope for.”

“She was so full of good works and such a
lovely personality that we wanted so much to

keep her with us.”

‘•‘Death cannot claim entirely and I feel Mrs.

Hobbs is still with us. Surely her lovely spirit

will live in our hearts always even though the

veil has been drawn.”

“It came as a real shock to me that dear Mrs.

Hobbs had gone
;
for some way as I have prayed

for her recovery I felt that God was going to
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GOD WILL REDEEM MY SOUL FROM THE GRAVE
Psalms 49:15

restore her to us again. I had always appreciated
her beautiful personality, but I felt I would know
how to prize her friendship more highly. But
it was not God’s way—how we shall miss her!”

“She leaves a great gap in our community. It

will be very hard to carry on without her in

S.P.C.A., W.C.T.U., Woman’s Club, to say noth-

ing of the Seoul Foreign School and every home
in Seoul. May the God of all comfort supply

what we cannot.”

“We will always remember with much pleasure

your visit to us here with Mrs. Hobbs, and the

many very happy times which we experienced

in your home. So many people all over Korea

will always remember with grateful hearts the

hospitality, and never failing welcome received,

and the very gracious way in which Mrs. Hobbs
always entertained. After the pain and suffer-

ing of the past weeks I am sure the end must
have come for her as a grateful release, but I

can only partly imagine something of the sense

of loss and loneliness which you are experiencing,

and through all the sorrow He, Who ‘was

afflicted in all their afflictions,’ will manifest to

you His gracious and sustaining mercies. It

will be a comfort to you to know of the great

wave of prayer which is going up for you all over

Korea and from many other lands also.”
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THE LORD KNOWETH THE DAYS OF THE UPRIGHT
Psalms 37:18

“She isn’t gone, a spirit so beautiful as hers

will live among us always.”

“Mrs. Hobbs did much for us all.”

“Try to feel that she is happy and free from
pain now, and remember your wonderful love

and life together. I think I have never seen

two people more wonderfully happy together,

and I am broken hearted that you are parted,

but Beatrice’s wonderful love and spirit will live

on and you will feel that she is near you always.”

“We all remember and shall not forget Mrs.

Hobbs’ kindly hospitality and friendly greetings.

I am glad she has been one of us workers for

Christ in this land.”

“I am only glad that I had the joy of being

with Mrs. Hobbs for a time before she went

to her Lord. I was there shortly before she

went but could not stay. It seemed like

Holy Ground.”

“We are so glad that we had that nice visit

from you two last Christmas time. It was a

pleasure to get to know you both better. How
little we suspected then that so soon she would

be called away!”
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AND THEIR INHERITANCE SHALL BE FOR EVER
Psalms 37:18

“In all my contact with Mrs. Hobbs I always

found her to be a consecrated, earnest Christian

interested in her home, other people and in the

Church of God. We are all the better for having

known her.”

“For weeks we had been praying very earnest-

ly that the Lord would be merciful and gracious

to you and the missionary group here and spare

to us the gracious, unselfish loving worker who
as your help-meet has done so beautiful a bit

of work for the building up of the Kingdom of

our Lord in this little country.

We heard how intensely she suffered and

know how bravely she endured, and now that her

beautiful character has been transplanted into

the beautiful Garden of our adorable Lord, the

last pang of pain and suffering removed, the

handicaps as they appeared to the Master Hus-
bandman all eliminated and she, as a choice rose

in His Garden, is giving forth the fragrance of

a perfected and glorified character, I am sure

a wonderful peace and composure has been shed
into your heart. ‘I will never leave thee nor for-

sake thee’ Josh: 1:5. ‘And Jehovah, He it is that

doth go before thee: He will be with thee and
will not fail thee neither forsake thee, fear not
neither be dismayed.’ Deut. 31 :8.

“I thought of getting on the train and run-
ning up to show respect unto the dead and extend
personally my sympathy and that of the wife.
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JOY COMETH IN THE MORNING
Psalms 30:5

and of our Station to you in this time of deep
distress. But I am not very strong yet and
train travel is tiresome to me, so am penning

this brief message with every assurance of

sympathy with and great respect for your ripen-

ing strong character. Lean hard on the Ever-

lasting Arm. He will strengthen and sustain

you.”

^
“A beautiful memory is with us of Mrs. Hobbs’

sweet and loving nature and of the splendid work

she did before she passed into the realm of

higher service to hear the ‘well done’ of her

Lord.” ^
“We shall often recall and always remember

her sterling character, exemplifying the highest

type of womanhood : and to perpetuate this

memory of her may we tender this token of our

esteem to be used as the Society which meant
so much to her may best decide.”

“At a time like this it would seem fitting that

the noisy wind should stop blowing, that the

round of daily duties should slow down and

people lower their voices in respect to the close

reality of her gracious loving presence. I shall

always treasure the last glimpse, the tender

pressure of her hand and her brave effort to be

cheerful in what must have been an agonizing

experience. She was always awfully good to

me.”
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WEEPING MAY ENDURE FOR A NIGHT
Psalms 30:5

“Should you need help in putting away
Trixie’s things I’d love to help—no one can know
how much I loved her.”

“We remember the most pleasant memory of

Mrs. Hobbs and many happy teas which she

used to give and the great work she has done

for dumb animals in her lifetime. Our memories
of Korea can never be happy without the dear

Lady.”

“Only time will fully reveal how great a loss

this has been to you personally, and only in a

lesser degree to the whole community. We
would all have willed that she should have been

spared to remain an ever increasing asset to the

Samaritan work that is being carried on in

this city. Truly it may be said of her ‘She

hath done what she could.’ While deeply regret-

ting her departure and sincerely sympathising
with you in your inestimable loss, we do rejoice

that we had the great privilege of knowing her
and that she is now where pain and suffering

will not interfere with an even fuller life of

service.”

“At times like this it is hard to know what to

say; one’s thoughts and feelings lie too deep for

words. Both you and Mrs. Hobbs were much in

our thoughts and in our prayers to the end, and
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HE HEALETH THE BROKEN IN HEART
Psalms 147:3

we still continue in that larger fellowship which

death only deepens and enriches. Both my wife

and I have always felt that we owe much to you

and Mrs. Hobbs. You were very kind to us when
we first came to Korea and visited Seoul. Mrs.

Hobbs always maintained her kindly interest in

us and even when unwell would gladly have
welcomed us to your home. She was a rare soul,

with a wide range of interests; and must have
made many, many friends during her life. I am
sure that the dumb friends around her must
have showed their fondness and affection, and
I am sure that many dumb friends who did not

come into touch with her directly, have been
benefited by her active concern for their happi-

ness—a concern which she kept keen right to

the last. I am sorry that I was not able to be
present in person at the funeral, but I have
heard from others that it was ‘triumphant’, as a
soldier of Christ’s should be.”

“So many times I have appreciated and
thought of the nice dinner you two had for my
brother’s wedding party, and tho I have seen

you both so seldom since, I always think of you
with appreciation and sincere affection.”

“The word of Mrs. Hobbs’ going was the first

I heard on getting in from the country yester-

day. How much we all owe to her lovely spirit
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HE BINDETH UP THEIR WOUNDS
Psalms 147:3

and how we will miss her! I saw the grave

while at the cemetery yesterday, and how pretty

it looked, buried under its burden of flowers

which were still kept fresh by that pouring rain,

and what a lovely spot ! I kind ‘of’ felt that you

and Mrs. Hobbs showed special kindness to me
on my visits to Seoul and yet every one seems

to have felt the warmth of that love.”

“She was so brave and patient and now rest

has come. I thank God for the years of friend-

ship I have been privileged to have with your

wife. The fragrance of her life and character

lives on. Memories crowd in upon me of her

helpfulness, her sympathy, her courage, her good
cheer and her goodness. Your life together was
a beautiful example of mutual trust and esteem

and love. Surely He who planned and brought

to pass so beautiful a partnership of love wills

to bring it to the full perfection of His plan in

His coming Kingdom of Love.”

“Since coming up here, I learned that Mrs.

Hobbs’ ‘warfare is accomplished.’ What a gal-

lant cheer-giving soul she was and is.”

“When Mrs. Hobbs approached me with a view
to having an operation, I had many misgivings.

I knew only too well what it might involve, and
the results were even worse than I had antici-
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GOD SHALL WIPE AWAY ALL TEARS FROM THEIR EYES
Revelation 21:4

pated or could have visualized. Mrs. Hobbs’
wonderful courage through it all was a magnifi-

cent example of a woman’s patience under
suffering. Sunday morning, when I last spoke

with her she said ‘Doctor, shall I ever be well

again?’ My only reply could be ‘God knows,’

and I went on to say, ‘If you don’t, it will only

mean that you will reach Home a little sooner

than the rest of us.’ She then remarked ‘My
strength is all gone—I feel so dreadfully weak !

’

Her eyes closed and she went into a doze. She
had evidently guaged her condition correctly

—

she was dying of exhaustion!”

“My own memories of Mrs. Hobbs are of a

gracious and kindly hostess and home maker
and it is good to think of her as fitting in so

beautifully into the Mansion prepared.”

“I wouldn’t take anything for the glimpse I

had of Mrs. Hobbs that night Mrs. Miller invited

us over for dinner. She was so happy and jolly

as always. iWe had such a good time and so

enjoyed the good fellowship. . Her joy and good

cheer will be what I especially remember, always

a refreshing memory.”

“Mrs. Hobbs was a woman of rare gifts and

charm. I was often impressed when I met her

or heard her spoken of, with the wealth of her
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THERE SHALL BE NO MORE DEATH
Revelation 21:4

friendship. Though I did not know her intimate-

ly, I feel that my own life has been enriched by
my aquaintance with her. Those who knew her

are all blessed with memories of her.”

“To know her was to admire and love her.”

“Wasn’t the singing beautifully done by the

choir. They sang from their hearts!—I know.

Because Beatrice loved good music and beauty

more than almost anyone I know, they tried so

hard to do their very best for her memory and

for you. It was love of the most deep and sincere

kind I’ve experienced in preparing music for any
occasion.” ^

“I do wish to assure you of our true sympathy,

for surely Mrs. Hobbs was such a lovable friend

that, you, her husband, will find it a lonely home
indeed without the loving wife who has been so

much to you all these years. She has been such
a power for good in the community and so near
to us all that she will be very greatly missed, not

for her good works alone, but for her own dear

self.”

“We are so deeply grieved to know of the death

of dear Mrs. Hobbs, for we, too, loved her very

dearly and will miss her in the days to come.

She was a wonderful friend and we all looked
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THERE SHALL BE...NEITHER SORROW NOR CRYING
Revelation 21:4

forward when in Seoul to the opportunities for

visits with her. What a store of happy memories
you have of the years gone by together in close

companionship.”

“Her full and beautiful life will always be an
inspiration and a sacred memory to all of us

who had the joy of working with her.”

“You were so very much to each other and since

dear Mrs. Hobbs went away I have often thought
what a beautiful memory you have of all the

years, you were always so nice to each other.

You know how sunny she always was and you
must try to reflect Her.”

“We are enclosing a small sum which we would
like to be used for anything that may be under
way in commemoration of her. Of course it is

a nominal sum, but our very heart goes with it

as we so loved and respected her in her lifetime.”

“Here is the book I mentioned. I put Mrs.

Hobbs’ note in the book, thinking you might like

to read it. It is so characteristic of her unfailing

kindness and courtesy.”

“I only learned today of the going away of our

dear friend, Mrs. Hobbs. It took me some time
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I WILL MAKE THEM REJOICE FROM THEIR SORROW
Jeremiah 31:13

to realize it and when I did, I broke down and

wept like a child to think of one who filled such

a large place in the hearts of all the community
of Seoul, to have to leave us so early in life, one

whom we all loved so well. I remember the last

looks and words when I visited in your home
before coming on furlough—and it just seems im-

possible to think that she is gone. If we feel our
loss so keenly—what must it be like for you. We
can only say ‘God bless you and help you.’

wrote all about her last illness and the beautiful

funeral and the beautiful hymns. She said : ‘But

all know that a vivid personality like Mrs. Hobbs’
will live on for ever in the community.’ Tenny-
son’s ‘Crossing the Bar’ comes to mind. And
just now comes over the radio that beautiful

121st Psalm ‘Unto the hills around do I lift up
my longing eyes. 0 whence for me shall my
salvation come, from whence arise.’

”

“I was happy to know her as a very real friend

and feeling such a deep loss myself, I can realize

to some extent what a tremendous blow it has
been to you. May God give you the strength to

bear it in His service.”

“To all of us who were privileged to know her

in Korea, she was always so helpful and so

sympathetic and opened her home to us so

graciously. I shall never forget how wonderfully
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IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE ARE MANY MANSIONS
John 14:2

good she was to me when I was ill in Severance

and then how she took me home afterwards and
was unstinted in her loving care for months. My
sisters at home felt they could never be grateful

enough to her for all she did for me and would

join with me, I know, were they here, in expres-

sing their deep sorrow at the passing of so rare

and lovely a spirit.”

“I have just heard of the passing away of Mrs.

Hobbs. Words cannot express my grief at the

loss of a very dear friend, and the depth of my
sympathy with you. You little thought, when
you wrote me the letter of condolence from
Great Britain, that the next one to mourn for

would be your own dear wife. Mrs. Hobbs will

be greatly missed by the Seoul community for

her happy disposition, for her kindliness, for her
hearty hospitality. It is a personal loss to me,
for she was always gracious to me, especially so

since I was left alone.”

“It was with great sorrow that I learned the

night before last in various letters from Korea,

of the death of Mrs. Hobbs, our dear friend and

tireless worker in so many causes. It was in

the W.C.T.U., probably, that I came to know
her best, and her going will be a deep loss for

that work, for she was so genuinely concerned

about and earnestly devoted to the advance of

Temperance. I shall always remember her
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I WILL COME AGAIN AND RECEIVE YOU UNTO MYSELF
John 14:3

stirring plea before the Korean Executive Com-
mittee members at the Farewell tea given her

before going on furlough, that some Korean be

raised up who would be willing to live or die for

the Cause. Another lovely memory I have, show-
ing her eager desire to bring her English pupils

to a knowledge of the Saviour, was a report she

gave at one of our Station Women’s meetings
when she told of one girl’s coming to the house
for a Bible.”

“Except for leaving you, and her many
friends, I am sure the time of going was ‘all joy’

for her, for her daily life was a living testimony
of her love for our Lord Jesus. I am sure her
welcome to His Presence was an abundant one.

She will be greatly missed by all of us.”

“I have often looked back with such pleasure
to your visit to me at Gerrards’ Cross. Mrs.
Hobbs was so sympathetic, and wrote so kindly

to one. She was a sweet woman.”

“I am very sorry indeed to learn of the ‘pro-

motion to glory’ of dear Mrs. Hobbs. We heard
that she was sick for some time, but this is really

sad news. Both my wife and myself were very

much loved by her while we were under your

direction in Songdo more than twenty years ago

and we always talk about you both, and never
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HE THAT BELIEVETH...HATH ETERNAL LIFE
John 3:36

forget her kindness. We were always sorry not

to have been with you after leaving Songdo. She
has done much for our people, I know, and we
hoped she would do more, but God has willed

otherwise and has taken her to be with Him, I

am sure.”

, “I just picture Beatrice crossing the dining

room floor and into the living room and sitting

down, and pouring tea, and so on, and it just

seems impossible that I’ll never again see her

doing that.”

“You and Mrs. Hobbs have had such a large

place in the hearts of so many in Korea that her
going is a personal loss and sorrow to us all. My
sister and I always valued her friendship and it

seems just a short while since we had the de-

lightful Sabbath evening with you in your always
hospitable home.”

“I thought that you would like these carna-

tions from one of the wreaths. The earth is

all covered with the flowers from those who so

dearly loved her.”

>h

“I am so thankful that we had that visit from

you and Mrs. Hobbs at Christmas time. I had

thought of having a visit from you before, but

somehow we didn’t. That visit will always be a
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LORD...MY REFUGE IN THE DAY OF AFFLICTION
Jeremiah 16:19

happy memory and we shall always have such a

happy memory of knowing you and Mrs. Hobbs
better. Mrs. Hobbs had been through so much
in having operations and she was so wonderfully

brave and patient with all her physical diffi-

culties. Her influence on the Korean girls whom
she taught in the Government schools, and on

others with whom she came in contact will never

end.”

“We were all distressed to hear of your great

loss and you have been in our thoughts and
prayers ever since. Everyone has appreciated the

fine Christian qualities Mrs. Hobbs had in such

a lavish degree and it is hard for us to realize

that the Father has called her home.”

“I have just heard of your great shock and
loss. You know how entirely my sympathies are

with you and I shall find much joy in remember-
ing you constantly in my petitions, especially

during these days which will prove to be diffi-

cult. Also please know that I hold myself entire-

ly at your command and if there is anything I

can do for you, it will afford me pleasure to do
it for you. My heart goes out to you in fellow

feeling, my very dear friend.”

“We have agreed that we would like to give

something towards the S. P. C. A. Inspector’s
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THEY SHALL NOT SORROW ANY MORE AT ALL
Jeremiah 31:12

house, and so I am returning this cheque to you
for that purpose. I was only too glad to have
been able to help and am happy to know that I

really was a little comfort.”

“I am enclosing five yen for the fund towards

building the S. P. C. A. inspector’s house. If you

shouldn’t get quite enough to carry Mrs. Hobbs’

plans through, I would suggest a silver tea at the

Union, or at one of our houses. If there is any-

thing I can do towards getting the funds, etc.,

together, please let me know.”

“So the long time of suffering and anxiety

is at an end and the lonely time has come to you.

You will bear this bravely as you have the past

weeks. But your burden will not be easy. Let
your friends share the burden with you all you
can, for the loss is theirs, too, even though the

biggest part of it is yours.”

“I have written to Mr. Miller about our Mission

meeting. We shall be glad to have you both

attend for we are all interested in the Bible So-

ciety work, and can not hear too much of it. To
my mind you men are the pioneers, the ones on
the firing line preparing the way for those that

follow. So we assure you that both of you will

be welcome, and if you find that both cannot be
absent at the same time, then either of you will
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THEY DESIRE A BETTER COUNTRY
Hebrews 11:16

be sure to find an unlocked door and a hearty

welcome waiting for you in our home.”

“Thanks for your letter. We wish to join in

this Memorial for Mrs. Hobbs. It is not much,
but goes with our love and best of wishes and
prayers. This idea of doing something in place

of flowers is one I like very much.”

“I thought of going to see you, but I know that

you are having lots of callers and also that you
would feel free to call upon me if there is any-
thing that I could do to help you. Please do so

if there is.”

“Herewith please find a cheque for a small

amount that would otherwise have been used to

purchase a few flowers for the funeral to-day.

Needless to say, this does not in the least degree
begin to indicate the extent of our appreciation

of either Mrs. Hobbs or the work to which she

devoted so much of her time and strength.”

“I know that you are probably snowed under
with letters of condolence, but I must just throw
in my mite of sympathy with you in your be-

reavement, and assure you of my poor prayers

for you at this time. Please accept them. I

know that your attachment will only serve to
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PRECIOUS... IS THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS
Psalms 116:15

draw you even closer to the Loving Heart of
the Risen Saviour and the fact that the Call

came to your loved one during the time of the

Easter Festival must be an added source of

comfort and consolation to you in your unbroken

communion in Christ.”

“I pray that God bless and comfort you in the

sad days of separation. Come down to see us

some time for a change. With the prayers and

sympathies of our entire station.”

“I wish there was something I could do to

help you in this time. But only He can help,

lean hard on Him. Praying God to bless, com-

fort and keep through the lonely days.”

“During her illness we have thought of you so

often, though it hasn’t been shown in any ap-

parent way. May the Lord bless you and help

you to lean hard on Him who can give you the

peace that you need.”

“With your host of friends, we too prayed
often and earnestly for your wife’s recovery, and
of course God answered; only it was ‘No’, and
not the answer we were hoping for. ‘Some day,

not now, we’ll understand.’ I feel sure that with
your strong faith you have already been com-
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THERE ARE PLEASURES FOR EVERMORE
Psalms 16:11

forted by the Comforter Himself, and are daily

being comforted ‘as one whom his mother com-

forteth’.”

“I have refrained from writing you up to this

time because I realized that you were swamped
with condolences, and felt that I could add noth-

ing to what others would say at that time in the

way of comfort. Mrs and I have had
you on our hearts constantly, and no day has
passed without some reference to you and Mrs.
Hobbs, and frequently we have prayed for you.

As requested at the time of the funeral, we did

not send any flowers but I am enclosing a small
check for the S. P. C. A. as suggested.”

“The news of her death came as a great shock.

We send you our very deepest sympathy in this

time of sorrow and we only wish something we
could do could help.”

“•We are so glad of the memory of the very
brief but delightful little visit that we had with
you and Mrs. Hobbs together such a short time

ago. I always enjoyed being with her and al-

ways found her so congenial.”

“We would be so glad to have you come down
any weekend that you will, or any time in be-
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GOD COMFORTETH THOSE THAT ARE CAST DOWN
2 Corinthians 7:6

tween for that matter. Just send me word so

that I can have a bed ready for you and come
along. We would be glad to know we could be a
help in any small way."

“At our last prayer meeting we all prayed for

you that you would be given comfort and grace

to meet this trial."

“As friends we covet the privilege of sharing

in some small waj^ your sorrow,, and we are

remembering you in the way our Lord has shown
us."

“You have been in our thoughts constantly

since we heard the sad news of the home-going
of your dear wife last Sunday. The news is sad

for us, but for her we know that there is much
happiness and no suffering now and we rejoice

in that, and know that you can rejoice in your
own loss on that account also. We had the pri-

vilege of knowing Mrs. Hobbs and counting you
both as our friends, and we know what a sacri-

ficial life she did live, and how she gave herself

to the work here. We have been praying for

her during the days of her sickness, and for you
now, and know that God will comfort you as

He alone can do at times of this kind. May He
cause His face to shine upon you in rich blessing,

and give you just what you need to help you in
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THOU SHALL COMFORT ME ON EVERY SIDE
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these days of loneliness just now. You have
our very deepest sympathy, that of all of us, in-

cluding each of the children who have prayed

for you especially at this time.”

“Such a short time ago we were enjoying the

kindness of her hospitality and now the great

call has come. I am sorry we are so far away
and unable to do anything to help at such a time

as this. You and Mrs. Hobbs have always been

so kind to us personally, not to mention your
interest in our work far away.”

“We sent a wire of sympathy on the day of

the funeral, and I thus tardily write at greater

length to express our sympathy to you in your
great sorrow and bereavement. We can guess
a little what a blow and break this sad event is

to you seeing what ‘pals’ you were, and what a

cheerful, heart-lightening companion she was to

you.”

“In addition to the great loss with which you
are afflicted, the community has lost a most
faithful worker and friend.”

“My wife and I have been so grieved to learn

of the great loss which you have suffered and
which all of us have suffered with you, and send
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THE RIGHTEOUS {SHALL GO) INTO ETERNAL LIFE

Matthew 25:46

you our very deep and sincere symathy. These
things are so hard to understand, and to stand,

and yet they come to us all sooner or later. I

know you have received the strength you need

from the only source from which it can come,

and that your faith and trust are giving you

comfort and courage. May you receive them in

full measure, and may the thoughts and memo-
ries of your wife be as sweet and sustaining as

was her presence. Your life together, and the

lives of each of you, were always to both of us

better sermons and helps in our own lives than

we have ever received from a pulpit. Mrs. Hobbs
leaves a self-made monument bigger and bright-

er than any shaft of marble that could be

erected by human hands, for it exists in the

hearts and minds of each of us who has been so

fortunate as to know her. And better than any
physical monument it continues to help and
strengthen and to keep faiths stronger and to

make lives sweeter for so many, many people.

With our very sincere sympathy and the hope
that you will be given the strength and courage

that your wife would wish you to have, and that

you life may continue calm and sweet and in-

creasingly useful even as she would wish.”

"Mr. Miller’s recent letter which brought the

sad news of your great and heavy loss caused

me real sorrow. I remember Mrs. Hobbs’ visits

to the Bible House during your furlough and I
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FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN

Philippians 1:21

was looking forward wdth real pleasure to meet-

ing her again in your own home in the autumn
of next year. You will feel her absence keenly,

but many gracious memories will take the sting

from loneliness and fill the void with thanksgiv-

ing. Tomorrow I shall convey the distressing

news to the Committee, I anticipated their sym-
pathy in the cable sent some days ago. May God’s

strength and comfort be yours.”

“I enclose a cheque endorsed to you, repre-

senting contributions to the S. P. C. A. fund, on
behalf of Mrs. Hobbs, from friends in the Stand-

ard Oil Company at Yokohama who formerly
resided in Seoul.”

‘'We were so shocked and grieved to hear that

dear Mrs. Hobbs had passed on. I know what
this will mean to you and to her many friends.

She was such a dear, sweet woman, and we that

met her here all fell in love with her.”

“I learn with sorrow of your great bereave-

ment. Your sister had told me of the necessary

operations and Mrs. Hobbs’ critical condition, but

we were still hoping that you would be spared

this sorrow. Since it was not His will, we are

confident that He will be supplying the neces-

sary grace. We have often marvelled at the

patience and cheerfulness with which your wife
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THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE
Revelation 22:4

bore her physical handicaps. And what happy
memories you must have to treasure. My wife

joins me in very real sympathy. We shall be
praying for you.”

“We were—like all who knew her—so fond

of Mrs. Hobbs. She was a unique and outstand-

ing personality, with so many fine and lovable

qualities. One can well realize the terrible blank

that this must leave in your life. May God conl-

fort you. Personally, I am grateful for the memo-
ry of her beautiful life and character. It was
like her to think of the S.P.C.A. right at the end
like that! We shall be so glad to send a contri-

bution in her memory. The service at the
Cathedral was beautiful and full of hope,—just

as she would have liked it.”

“Words cannot be found to express our deep
sympathy in your sad bereavement. Please know
that our hearts are sore, for we did love Mrs.

Hobbs, as did all who knew her.”

“We feel that we have lost one of the best

friends we ever had and yesterday, our wedding

anniversary, we were thinking particularly of

you and how good Mrs. Hobbs was to us on that

occasion eight years ago. We were also hoping

and trusting that she was on the road to re-

covery, when the telegram came to say that she

46



HIS NAME SHALL BE IN THEIR FOREHEADS
Revelation 22:4

had passed away. There will be few of us who
will be missed as much as she, and Seoul will

never be the same without her in your lovely

home. It was like a home to us too, always.”

“Her memory will remain fresh for a long,

long time, and she will be sadly missed by all.”

“We do know that we may receive purification

from one another; that the tenderness and love

and patience of one man act in a marvellous way
upon another when those qualities seem the

farthest from him, when he most confesses that

they do not belong to him. We do not set our-

selves deliberately to follow examples. The ex-

amples get the mastery over us: there is a life

in the men who exhibit them which awakens
life in us. F. D. Maurice.

The influence of Mrs. Hobbs over me has been

like this. I am thankful for her life.”

“What a beautiful, helpful life Mrs. Hobbs
lived. No one knows that as well as you, but all

of us who knew her appreciate in some measure
the many helpful acts of her life, full of the joy

of the Lord. What beautiful memories of her
life will always be yours, and how thankful you
will be for the many years the Lord gave you
together in His service.”
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SURELY HE HATH BORNE OUR GRIEFS
Isaiah 35:4

“My wife and I personally cherish the memory
of Mrs. Hobbs. Her home-going was glorious as

her life was radiant with the joy that Christ

gave her. We can only wait and work and look

forward to joining her in the Father’s House.”

“The Union has lost one of its most faithful,

helpful and best loved members. Mrs. Hobbs
loved to keep the bowling score, largely I am
sure in the spirit of wishing to help the game
along. But now, the Great Scorer has come to

claim His own and one has gone from our midst
whom we will miss greatly. We often wonder
why some loved one or friend is taken from us,

causing sorrow and anguish of heart. But the
True Scorer, the Righteous One, knows the past,

present and future, and has called our friend to

her reward.”

“The intense beauty of the love you had for

her, and she for you has made your home one
of the beauty spots of the Christian circle in

Korea. I cannot think of a home where such
genuine unspotted love was in such constant

evidence. In like manner, the gracious hospi-

tality, the generous interest and cheerfulness,

hiding all her suffering from even intimate

friends. One of the richest pleasures of a visit to

Seoul has been the evening in your home, with

its refined and child-like devoutness that brought

us all nearer the Home she is now in. How dark
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MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE
2 Corinthians 12:9

the immediate future must seem to you—and

yet—it cannot be that He makes a mistake, it

cannot be that He will leave you alone—^you

—

who have loved Him so, and so truly revealed

Him to others.

You may have seen the little poem written by
the secretary of our Dr. Morrison, of Africa, to

whom he was engaged at the time of his death:

‘If all my years were summer, could I know

What my Lord meant by His ‘made white as snow’?

‘If all my days were sunny, could I say

‘In His fair land He wipes all tears away’?

‘If I were never weary, would I keep.

Close to my heart, ‘He giveth His beloved sleep’?

‘Were no graves mine, might I not come to deem

The life eternal but a baseless dream?’

‘My winters, yea, my tears, my weariness.

Even my graves may be His way to bless,

I call them ‘ills’, yet that can surely be

Nothing but good that shows my Lord to me.”

“I shall never forget what a beautiful home-
maker Mrs. Hobbs was and how often, she and
you shared that lovely home with your friends.”

“She was such a help to me when I was at

Severance two years ago— wanted to send her

my love if I could—and I wanted you to know
how sincere was my sympathy for you and how
earnest my prayers.”
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THIS IS THE PROMISE EVEN ETERNAL LIFE

1 John 2:25

“And now you are left with your memories

—

beautiful memories of one of the most gracious

and hospitable women I have ever met. The
Seoul community and all her friends everywhere
will feel her loss keenly. Her spirit of service is

typically shown in her desire that in place of a

floral tribute her friends give instead to the

cause so near to her heart—the S.P.C.A. I had
wired to secure a floral tribute for us, but having
learned of her wishes, I am sending a check from
us instead to be used as she desired.”

Confidence

"When shadows fall athwart thy path

’Tis God who passes by!

Bow down in peace and prayer and praise

And even while you sigh.

Remember this, each sorrow is a shadow sweet

That tells how near Christ’s nailed feet

Are walking by thy side.

Then let thy soul confide.”

“To every heart that loves God, death means

but a sleep from which we shall awaken refresh-

ed. What a heritage we have in the memory of

your dear wife who gave herself unselfishly to

every good cause and thereby won the love of

all who knew her Even when death was near,

she thought of the inspector of the S.P.C.A. and

expressed her desire that he might have a suit-
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THE LORD SHALL GIVE THEE REST FROM SORROW
Isaiah 14:3

able home. She exemplified the spirit of Christ

in going about doing good not only for mankind,

but for the animals.

In your lonely days we pray that you may be
given the needed strength and comfort by the

continued presence of Christ. We would covet

nothing more than the privilege of helping you
in any way in our power. Our home is open to

you any time you may wish to come and be with
us. May the love and sympathy your home ex-

tended to so many others be returned to you a

thousand-fold.”

“Seoul is always linked up for me with
thoughts of Beatrice and you and your home.
It was a beautiful home—a great blessing to all

Korea and we thank God for it and for the
precious memories, “She, being dead, yet
speaketh” to many, many hearts.”

“We watched and waited, hoping against fear,
with prayer and earnest desire; but God’s ways
are not always our ways, and He saw fit to take
to His presence, the strong, beautiful fellow of

your heart and life. The swift rushing of events,

as of angels’ wings, so wonderful as one of our

loved ones is taken, lifts the heart of a Christian

to heights and religious aspirations not known
elsewhere. I am sure all the spiritual comforts,

and visions, and advances in fellowship with the

Master, which Christ has provided for those who
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IN THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS
Romans 8:37

love Him, have been richly poured out upon you,
these days of sorrow and wonder.”

“Our minds are full of the countless acts of

kindness and unselfish spirit of the departed

loved one. I am sure we are all filled with
thanksgiving that, under His guiding Hand, she

has passed this way and tarried awhile, for this

part of God’s world has been made much richer

because of her life lived here.”

“Everybody loved her—and her name will live

for ever over the great and arduous contruction

work she so nobly rendered for our dumb
friends.”

T̂
“What a poignant experience it is to hear the

news, in a distant land, that one’s beloved friend

has gone Home. These past few days, since the

word came, I have not been in .... U.S.A. at all,

but in Seoul, re-living the days that have for ever

gone. What a world of blessed memories there

are to comfort and sustain at such a time as this.

Though one may face the years of readjustment

and loneliness and sorrow, yet through them all

there runs like a golden thread the joyousness of

past glorious years which nothing can take away.
How rich a treasure is yours! I was studying
with my English class this morning Browning’s
poem “Prospice”, written after the death of his
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THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE
Revelation 22:5

wife. He is speaking of the experience of meet-
ing death and of how he wants to face it, like

the heroes of old, and then the poem continues

:

For sudden the worst turns the best to the brave

The black minute’s at end.

And the elements’ rage, the fiend voices that rave,

Shall dwindle, shall blend.

Shall change, shall become first a peace out of pain.

Then a light, then thy breast,

O thou soul of my soul ! I shall clasp thee again

And with God be the rest!

And I realized how little these students could
enter into a poem like that, at this stage in their
experience, but how deeply it expressed your own
emotion and the anticipation that will from
henceforth be yours.”

"Seoul will never be the same without Mrs.
Hobbs, for her unselfish service to everyone, her
gracious hospitality, her loving interest in her

friends, and her radiant and happy personality

were, a very wonderful part of our community
life. How many burdened hearts she lightened,

how many sorrowing ones comforted and how
many young and inexperienced ones she helped.

It seems strange indeed to be wi'iting of her as

if she had gone, for indeed she has not—she is

only for a little time beyond our sight. She will

always be for me a real and dear part of our

Seoul family, bound up with sweet and beautiful

memories. ”
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I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE
Joshua 1:5

“She was such a dear, kind, helpful friend to

me and helped me as she did so many others over

a very difficult time in my life. No one could

know her without loving her dearly,”

"Mrs. Hobbs was one of the few people who did

not forget .... but who remembered her and
spoke of her with love and affection. When I

read that she had gone, almost my first thought
was, ‘Now she can see B. . . . and F. . .

.

and all

the friends from Korea who have gathered on
the Other Side’. What a wonderful welcome
there must have been for her There. It makes
one homesick does it not, for the time when we
too shall join that blessed throng, in our ‘dear,

dear native Country’. ”

''How grateful I am to have had the visit with
Mrs. Hobbs in England two summers ago. It was
such a satisfactory visit, although all too short,

and now I have the associations of both Korea
and England with her, I am glad that she could

so recently have gone to England and have had
the happy visit there with her friends. All these

memories must be a comfort to you.”

“We have been recalling those wonderful days

we spent in your home, and how good and con-

siderate she was always and how much joy she

seemed to derive from our happiness. We are
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SORROW NOT, EVEN OTHERS WHICH HAVE NO HOPE
I Thessaloniam 14:13

SO thankful now that we had the little visit here

with you both and we shall always love to recall

all the happy times we had together. I shall al-

ways think of her as one of the few who seemed
to derive active joy from every moment of life

and took a really heartfelt interest in everything

going on about her. And truly that is the way
to live life to the full.”

"I know that God will bring to you more com-
fort than can the words of friends, because you
are so near to Him in your life and your thoughts,

but in these difficult days of adjustment, we want
you to know that our thoughts and sympathies
are with you always.”

“I was away from home when your letter ar-

rived and so I have just heard of your darling’s

Home-going. My heart is full of dismay for you.

I was not so very surprised, for I knew somewhat
of her trouble and wondered often, how long she
could keep going. Nobody quite knew all she

suffered, but she bravely kept on. To me she

was always a joy and a wonder. The years of

long ago are always a happy memory to me, and

I used to look at you both and praise our God
that you were both so true to Him. And He
blessed you above the ordinary. You were al-

ways one, in your wishes, your work and your

love. Apart from her pain, her Home going was

grand, and all the beauty of it was exactly what
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FEAR NOT I AM ALIVE FOR EVERMORE
Revelation 1:17

she would love. Yes, she did make friends! It

was indeed the wonder and the joy of her, that

drew people to her, and I rejoice with you be-

cause of it. You will ever feel that all was done

to help at the last, nothing left uncertain but she

was not to remain; God had need of her, and for

this you will rejoice. All my heart ache is for

you I cannot see how life will stretch out for you

:

I am asking God to comfort you in power, in

might and in love.”

“We cannot always see the why of God’s ways,
but we can trust His love and wisdom. I cannot
think of my wife as altogether absent. It seems
that as the years have rolled on I have had
sources of comfort, strength, and a sense of guid-

ance in difficult matters that I like to attribute

to her prayers of the past. This is not ‘spir-

itualism’ as Sir Oliver Lodge teaches it, but I

think it is some sense of the meaning of Hebrews
12:23 last clause, “Ye are come to the spirits of

just men made perfect”, with Jesus, of course.

However, the memories are bright and, happy,

and these are in themselves a source of strength.”

“I was deeply shocked to hear of the death of

Mrs. Hobbs who was very fond of me. I sympa-

thise with you sincerely in your great affliction.

I would speak to comfort you, but know not how.

I was told of her death a few days ago by Mr
Chang. I didn’t know it up to this time, I should
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THINE EYES SHALL SEE THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY
Isaiah 33:17

have called on you often, but I have had some

troubles. Excuse me for my long silence, your

loving boy.”

“The news of your great loss came in a note

from Ruth, who says: ‘She will certainly be

greatly missed, won’t she?’ Ruth is right.

How could it be otherwise with a soul so tender

and loving? And so accept my most sincere

sympathy. Praying that God may give you the

strength and courage to carry on.”

“Her gain is your unspeakable loss, but what
a host of people will rise up and call her ‘Blessed’.

I am sure hundreds will always thank God for

.her beautiful life and service.

“I have been intending to write you every day
since I learned of the great sorrow that has come
to you in the death of your beloved wife. Letters

from friends saying that Mrs. Hobbs was very ill

had scarcely reached us when word came that

she had been called to the Heavenly Home. All

we can do so far away is to send you our sincere

love and deepest sympathy and assurance that

we are remembering you in our prayers. You
will have the loving sympathy and help of the

whole company of missionaries in Korea, because

your home has been an open home to all of us.

We have all seen the happiness of your home life

and realize how keenly you must feel your great

loss.”
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IN THY PRESENCE IS FULNESS OF JOY
Psalms 16:11

“We were very happy to receive your letter

enclosing the beautiful picture of Mrs. Hobbs.
Her face is fairly radiant and we shall treasure

this photograph. We greatly appreciate your
kindness in sending it to us. I hope that we may
be able to visit you sometime, and any time that

you can run off, please come down to spend a few

days with us. You will always find a warm wel-

come in our home. Your bravery and determina-
tion to carry on in the face of your sorrow have

been a great inspiration to me. It seems to me
that I would collapse under the burden. You
were a constant marvel to me while you were
with us.”

“I rather hesitate to intrude upon your great

grief in the loss of Trixie, as mere words at such

times are futile, but if the great love both Eliza-

beth and myself had for Trixie, and also your-

self, can help in any way of the sharing of your
loss, then your burden must be lighter—but un-

fortunately I know this is not so. I do not think

I have known anyone who was so universally be-

loved as Trixie. The world is a much poorer

place through her leaving it. We had been so

looking forward to having you with us on your
next leave; and right here, I want to tell you
you’re to come and stay with us, if you come
through the U.S.A., and stay as long as you want

to. This is a very definite invitation, and much-

ly meant. It will as you say, be a long row ahead,

and I know it will be lonely, but count on us any

58



so SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD
1 Thessalonians 4:17

time that we can help brighten it. This is the

least we can do for Trixie, who was, and always

will be, one of our very dearest friends.

May God be very near and dear to you, as I

know He must be and ought to be, seeing what
He has taken from you.”

“It was indeed a shock to hear that Mrs. Hobbs
has gone to her reward, and none of her friends

doubt that that reward will be a rich one, for

she lived a very full and worth while life. In

finite wisdom we would think she should have
remained longer with you, because she was still

in her prime. Yet if remaining meant that she
would be in bodily pain constantly, it is better

for her to have gone. There is no one I can
think of in Seoul who lived more for the com-
munity and her friends than she did, and she will

be sorely missed. Our personal acquaintanceship

and contacts remain precious memories, and we
trust that time will soften this blow for you. The
adjustment will not be easy, and yet sometimes

one thinks that the friendships of ^uch a com-
munity as that in Seoul make it easier to make
such adjustments than it might be elsewhere.

May the God of all comfort sustain you.”

“I was so grieved on Saturday to hear of the

‘Home Call’ of your dear wife. It came as a

great shock, as we were all hoping that the oper-
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BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD
Romans 14:13

ation had been successful. But God has seen fit

to call her to Himself. I have such happy memo-
ries of dear Mrs. Hobbs. I am glad I knew her.

May God bless and comfort you in your great

loneliness. We are remembering you especially

before the Throne of Grace at this time. The
Easter message of newness of life will be special-

ly precious to you this year.”

“Word has come to us of your sore bereave-

ment, and our hearts go out to you in your lone-

liness. I know you will be comforted by our

Father, in whose care your d^ar wife is, and bear

your sorrow with the faith and courage Dr. and

Mrs. Anderson have shown since Vera was taken

from them. Their dear little booklet in her

memory has just arrived.

How we thank God for our Christian faith,

assurance and hope. We confidently believe

Jesus’ promise that she is safe in the Home He
went to prepare, and we look forward to the glad

re-union after ‘the little while’. It is hard to let

her go but you would not have liked to have gone
first, and leave her to face her grief and loneli-

ness here alone. Our Father’s choices for us are

always the best. And how we thank God for

the splendid fellowship of Christian friends here,

until we enter the greater fellowship above.”

“For years I have prayed for you in your work
every Friday, and one cannot establish such a
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THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM
Romans 14:13

link without feeling deeply with you over your

loss. My wife joins me in sympathy; it is not

every one who can understand the loss, only

those who have loved and have passed through
the valley of the shadow. But I send you a mes-
sage of great hope. I Thess. 4. 13-14.”

“I need not add that you have been in our pray-

ers and thoughts constantly. We believe that

God has answered our petitions for you and that

you have received that strength sufficient, that

resignation befitting one who walks so close to

God. In my judgment, no more poignant a
sorrow can come to a man than that through
which you are passing. Live one day at a time,

relying upon the promise, ‘As thy days, so shall

thy strength be.’ It is inevitable that our path
shall lead us through rivers of sorrow and fires

of affliction, this world being what it is: but we
can stay ourselves upon the blessed promise in

Isa. 43. 1.2.

We felt very close to Mrs. Hobbs and treasure
in memory the fellowship enjoyed with her both
in your home and ours. We have rarely met a

more attractive personality—loyal in her friend-

ships, devoted in her service and reigning a

queen in her home. She has left us all a heri-

tage of Christian living and Christlike devotion

which we shall treasure in memory and toward
which we shall strive in the years that may
separate us, until that glad time when we shall

be with her again.”
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THEY REST FROM THEIR LABOURS
Romans 14:13

“My wife and I were deeply grieved to read

the sad news in the ‘Korea Mission Field’ today,

and hasten to convey this expression of our

heartfelt sympathy in your terrible bereavement.

Mrs. Hobbs will be very much missed in Korea,

where she has done so many good works.”

“We are so very sorry to hear, through our

kind and mutual friend, of your sad loss. Our
hearts most sincerely go out to you, you brave
old fellow, in your trial. We can only help you by
pleading with our Heavenly Father to strengthen
and comfort you, and we are quite sure He has
not failed you. You can think of your Dear
One as being in the Glory Land, with the dear
ones gone before, and awaiting your coming too,

and yet, ever present with you now.” “We hope
you are well and will be enabled to labour on in

the work you both loved and love, for the
Koreans, for the poor animals, who need friends

so badly.”

“We suffer with you in the passing of Mrs.

Hobbs. She was a wonderful woman and lived

the abundant life with all. To know her was to

love her. She was a friend supreme. This morn-

ing Korea seems barren of friends since Mrs.

Hobbs has left it. Her patient suffering—her

clear vision, pointed the Way of Our Master out

to so many of us, and in my first years of life

in Korea her guidance started me right and has
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YOUR SORROW SHALL BE TURNED INTO JOY
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often since brought me back to clear vision and

straight action, when both seemed impossible.

Her suffering is over, her reward is sure; the

rest of us must go forward, build up our lives

anew to be a credit to her example and brave

living. You have our sincere sympathy and the

love of all.”

“The chair is vacant and home and heart

empty. It is in such crises of our lives that we
have to live on memory. Our beloved dead do
‘pass beyond our touch, beyond our sight’ into

God’s peace and blessed rest. And so we leave

them sleeping until that glad morn when all pain
and sorrow and parting cease for evermore. So,

dear friend, look up where your Master has
ascended. Whose love has never yet failed to

comfort His own; never yet failed to strengthen
those who feel overborne, for even as He giveth
His beloved sleep, so He giveth lonely souls His
communion and fellowship, which are all-suffi-

cient.”

“Sorry to hear of the going Home of your
dear wife, but we are sure she is at Home with
her Lord. She is happy and free from all pain

and sorrow. When Walter Erdman ‘phoned me
the other day of her death, the thoughts flashed

in my mind of the day she left you, and her

home, to come down to my little house to nurse

me when Dr. Daniel said I had cholera, and
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HERE HAVE WE NO CONTINUING CITY
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stayed with me. She was always so willing to

help any one, and share her home with one. She
will be missed, I know, I remember her also

nursing Mrs. Miller, and that girl who had
typhoid when she was not strong herself. Self

was laid aside when she could help anyone else.

Separation will not be long, nor for ever, as the

Bible says, I Thess. 4. 13—18. For we know
of this blessed hope.”

“It was with sincere sympathy that I recently

learned of the very great sorrow and bereave-

ment that has come into your life. Although, as

you know, we did not meet often, I loved and
admired Mrs. Hobbs and it is a grief to know
that| she will no longer be in Korea when I

return.”

“We have just learned of the passing on be-

fore of your dear wife. Tho we had known of

her serious condition, yet when the word came
it was a shock, and we all feel the sense of loss.

We know how deeply her going is felt by you,

for you two were particularly close to each other.

We pray that the Lord will indeed comfort and

strengthen you during these days of sorrow and

loneliness. May His abiding presence be with

you for He hath ‘borne our griefs and carried

our sorrows’ so that He gives ‘unto them that

mourn a garland for ashes, and the oil of joy for

mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit
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of heaviness’—that He may be glorified. We
pray that through it all He may be glorified. Mrs.
Hobbs indeed was one of the Lord’s own choice

ones, and we loved her and will miss her on
our return. We wonder if you will continue to

live in your home; I presume so, for Mrs. Hobbs
did indeed make a beautiful home for you. We
consider your home as one of the most beautiful

of all the homes in Seoul. Everything was so

artistically arranged in the rooms.”

“May I add a word of appreciation and tribute

to Mrs. Hobbs. She was always, to me, such a

happy, jovial person, not because she knew only

the bright side, but knowing the dark side, could

see beyond. I think she had a wonderfully bal-

anced outlook on life. Though our friendship was
not so intimate as I would have wished, I always

felt it very real and understanding. I’m so glad

I saw you both when you landed in Los Angeles,

and remember with much happiness being with

you in your home and meeting you both in other

places. It is a homely little thing, but I always

think of Mrs. Hobbs when I eat bean soup. I

had always detested it till I ate it at your house.

So I feel that one of her great gifts to life was
to make everyday things happier. Could we all

succeed so well we shall not have lived in vain.

My sympathy is with you in these lonely days,

I pray that the Heavenly Father may be close

to you.”
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GLORY AND HONOR ARE IN HIS PRESENCE
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“Word reached us a short time ago of your

great loss in the Home-going of Mrs. Hobbs. We
were very sorry to hear of her critical operation

and the word following. Mrs. Hobbs was a

wonderful friend to many, many people in Korea,

and she will be deeply missed by all of them.

They share your sorrow with you, I know. It

was Mrs. Hobbs who invited me to my first

dinner with guests near my own age, very soon

after my first arrival in Korea. It was at your

home we all had our last lovely Sunday dinner

in Korea. It touched me very deeply to have
all four of our children invited with my sister.

They did love it so! When both of my daugh-
ters were taken to the hospital with scarlet

fever my heart was indeed heavy. Again it was
Mrs. Hobbs from whom I felt the first word of

of comfort and help by her comforting note. It

is the memory of such beautiful deeds of kind-

ness from our friends in Korea that have been
especially precious to us in our work here.”

“It is early Monday morning, 7 a.m. in my
office, quiet and alone I read the sad news of

the Home going of your Beloved and ours. Dear
Friend. My heart goes out in loving sympathy
to you, and a prayer ascends to the Father from
whence we came, and to Whom we must soon

return. As the sufferings of Christ abound in

you, so may the consolations and comforts of

Christ also abound. You were very brave to

face your work so quickly and devotedly. Per-
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haps this is the best for soldiers of the Cross.

Since coming here my views of death have been

greatly changed and the fear of it, its defeat

and distress have been taken away. To the

Christian, it is ‘translation', for which we should

look, and work, and hope. Your Dear One has

put up a great and faithful fight. She has done

much in her ministry for many, and has earned

the ‘Well Done’ from her Lord. I could wish it

were possible for me to be with you these days,

to share your burden, soften your sorrow; but
you will have many friends and helpers, I know.”

“Some of the pleasantest and earliest of my
memories of Korea are connected with Mrs.
Hobbs, and your home, and Arthur Allen.”

“We were very grieved to hear from Mrs.
McLaren of the death of your wife, and our In-

dustrial Committee wishes me to convey their

sympathy to you. We have found Mrs. Hobbs
such a kind and helpful friend, the very last

parcel she sent to our Depot was so beautiful and
so well chosen. Miss Gillespie, our secretary,

always knew that she could rely on Mrs. Hobbs’
taste. I don’t suppose you will remember it, but
I spent a night or two in your home in 1920,
when I was travelling South to visit our Mission
and to see my sister. I have not forgotten, and
cherish happy memories of Mrs. Hobbs’ kindness,
and your own.”
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“I just hardly know how to write you, to send

you words of cheer at this parting with Trixie.

She was the best friend I ever had, and a good
many more can say the same. I know she must
have suffered intensely before she gave up the

struggle. Thank you ever so much for letting

us know so promptly of her passing on—and now
you just cheer up—you know lots better than
we from Whom to find comfort in your loneli-

ness.”

“The sad news of the great sorrow that has

come to you reached me some few days ago, and

I cannot tell you how shocked and distressed I

was to hear it. It is still hard for me to believe

that Mrs. Hobbs has really passed on into the

Great Beyond. Of course, she is better off, be-

cause she has gone to be with Jesus, but still I

know it is hard for you to be alone without her.

I always thought you two were such a devoted

couple. While I know there is nothing I can say

at a time like this, that will really comfort or

help, still I want you to know that I am thinking

of you, and praying for you during this time of

great bereavement. May our dear heavenly

Father comfort and help you as He alone can.

My whole heart goes out to you in sympathy for

I know you are completely lost without your

dear companion. I loved Mrs. Hobbs so much.

I thought the world of her as did everyone else

who knew her. She was such a wonderful

woman, such a lovely, charming woman
;
to know

her was to love her, for she was such a lovable.
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GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH
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companionable person. She will be greatly missed

by the community there, and I feel so sorry

for the dear old dog. Someone wrote me that

he followed her casket from the Cathedral. I

know that was a touching sight.”

“This is just to let you know that another

friend is thinking about you at this over-shadow-

ed time. I always looked upon her as one of my
friends, and loved her. She has left behind a

memory of a bright joyousness, which weakness
and pain did not take away. For her you can
and do rejoice, I know. Now she is in His
Presence where there is fulness of joy and no
more pain. But the void in your heart and life

must be terrible. May our tender Father enfold

and uphold you with His great love now, and in

the days to come.” ^
“I am remembering you often these days,

knowing something of the great blank that has

come into your life; mine came with the passing

of a very dear Father; we can only be thankful

for them, but how we do miss their dear bodily

presence. I like to remember Queen Alexandra’s

w'ords: ‘We think of home as Heaven, until we
learn that heaven is Home.’ The years pass on,

we find what a wonderful uplift it is, having
‘dear ones’ in the Heavenly Home; and as we
face the loneliness here below, and struggle on,

we do win through to great peace, and we learn

more and more of what it means to trust in the

Lord.”
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“It was such a shock to me when papa wrote

and told me of Mrs. Hobbs’ death. I was always

so fond of both of you, and enjoyed being in

your home; and I had hoped at one time or

another to have you all here with us. Sometimes
the things we feel most are the hardest to put

into mere words, but I wanted you to know that

my sympathy is yours and also my prayers.

Hope you are planning to go on in your work,

for that seems to be the greatest healer for our

sorrows. Am thinking of you and feel most
deeply for your loss.”

“I had long had, and especially since that

evening we spent together in New York, the im-

pression of a character of great beauty and
steadfastness.”

“We have just held the Annual meeting of

our Society, after which your friend and co-

labourer in the Gospel, Mrs. Vesey, drew our

attention to your life and service and the great

sorrow through which you have so recently

passed. May I express on behalf of our Women’s
Auxiliary our love and sympathy, and thanksgiv-

ing for the life laid down so devotedly in giving

out the Word of God. ‘She being dead, yet

speaketh.’ If you should be passing through our
city it would be a joy to hear of your ministry in

Korea. Commending you to God and His
abounding grace in Christ Jesus, and the comfort
of the Holy Ghost.”
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IN THY PRESENCE IS FULNESS OF JOY

Psalms 16:11

“What a wonderful life of usefulness and

service hers was and now she is called to still

higher service.”

“I always admired Mrs. Hobbs for her activi-

ties and her interest in and kindness to animals.

She was deeply interested in the Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and gave of

her time and strength, so I very much hope that

some tribute to her memory may be accomplish-

ed. This gift is very small and I wish it were

more but times are not as they used to be.”

“We are moving, and curiously enough while

packing came across the snap taken at Hoiryung

in 1913 , on that trip which began for us our

friendship with you and Mrs. Hobbs.

We never forget the deck of the Tatigami. We
can see her yet with a cup of tea in her hand
saying to you “Dearie,” and “Oh, Dearie,” as the

ship began to list and things and people to slide

about. The snap was taken the morning the

“cavalcade” started for a campaign. What fun

we had for the first time with the Korean ponies.

We always enjoyed her optimism and cheerful-

ness, and a visit to your home was always re-

freshing to an ‘upcountry’ missionary. She did

a great service for us all in that way. We,
though sundered from that life now, still remem-
ber; and remember many happy gatherings

there, too.”

71



WHERE I AM THERE SHALL ALSO MY SERVANT BE
John 12:26

“My husband and I are among your friends

who want to share with you the loss of your love-

ly wife and companion. We were in your home
but the once; however her personality pervaded

it, loving, devoted, bright. I considered her a

choice friend though the friendship was so limit-

ed in time.”

“This is to assure you that you have had our

sympathy in the great loss you have sustained.

We have said so many times since leaving Korea,

that somehow, we always felt that you and Mrs.

Hobbs were among our warmest and most sincere

friends. We certainly felt that way toward both

of you.

Personally there was no one in Korea for whom
I had a more tender and affectionate feeling than
dear Mrs. Hobbs. To know her was to love and
admire her. Truly one of the most loyal and
devoted workers has fallen from the ranks in

Korea, but Heaven has been made sweeter and
richer because of her beautiful life. I wish we
were near enough to have you drop in and spend
some of your time with us I know how sorely

you miss her.”
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